
              Event Planning Guide



Welcome to the Indiana Dunes

When deciding where to hold your event, we invite you to consider the difference 
that is the Indiana Dunes. Located just one hour east of downtown Chicago with 
the picturesque Indiana Dunes as its backdrop, Indiana Dunes Country offers a 
first-class venue for meetings, corporate retreats, weddings and family events.  

We’ve put together this Event Planning Guide to show you the range of services 
and accommodations our area provides. Although the information in it is subject 
to change, we’ve done our best to provide the most up-to-date information. 

Take a look through the guide. We think you’ll like what you see. And if you have 
any further questions or would like more information, please contact us. We’d 
love to show you how Indiana Dunes Country is the perfect destination for your 
event. Indiana Dunes Tourism also offers the following servces:

• Coordinating room blocks at local hotels and inns
• Narrowing choices for venues, vendors and services 
• Giving helpful advice and information to make planning a little easier
• Providing welcome packets with guides and brochures for overnight guests

Sincerely,

Lorelei Weimer        Brooke Allen
Executive Director        Community Engagement Director
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Don’t forget our Website
We can only include so much in one guide. Be sure to check out our website for 
more information about hosting your group in the Indiana Dunes and surrounding 
communities. You’ll also find information about caterers, entertainment providers, 
florists, bakers and more. Simply go to indianadunes.com and click on 
Weddings, Meetings & Groups.

Connect with us. #beachesandbeyond
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Venues at a glance
Pg Venue Name Location Size(s) Indoor/

Outdoor Catering

11 Aberdeen Manor Valparaiso S, M, L, XL Both Yes

12 At Home in the Woods Chesterton I Both Yes

13 Best Western Indian Oak Chesterton I, S Indoor No

14 Best Western Plus Portage I, S, M Indoor No

15 Brincka Cross Gardens Chesterton I, S Both No

16 Butterfield Family Pavilion Valparaiso S, M, L, XL Indoor No

17 Casa Del Roma & Old Town Banquet Center Valparaiso M, L, XL, E Indoor Yes

18 Central Park Plaza Valparaiso S, M, L, XL, E Both No

19 Chesterton parks Chesterton I, S, M Outdoor No

20 Coffee Creek Watershed Preserve Chesterton I, S, M, L Outdoor No

21 Country Inn and Suites - Portage Portage I, S Indoor No

22 Country Inn and Suites - Valparaiso Valparaiso I Indoor No

23 Duneland Falls Banquet & Meeting Center Portage M, L, XL, E Indoor Yes

24 DunesWalk Inn Chesterton I, S Both No

25 Forest Park Golf Course Valparaiso I, S, M Indoor No

26 Hampton Inn & Suites - Valparaiso Valparaiso I, S Indoor Yes

27 Hawthorne Park Porter I, S, M Both No

28 Hebron parks Hebron I, S Outdoor No

29 Hilton Garden Inn Chesterton I, S, M Indoor Yes

30 Holiday Inn Express - Portage Portage I, S Indoor Yes

31 Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Valparaiso Valparaiso I, S Indoor No

32 Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Porter I, S, M, L Outdoor No

33 Indiana Dunes State Park Chesterton I, S, M Outdoor No

I = intimate: fewer than 20 people
S = small: 20-50 people
M = medium: 50-100 people
L = large: 100-150 people
XL = extra large: 150-200 poeple
E = event space: 200+ people
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Pg Venue Name Location Size(s) Indoor/
Outdoor Catering

34 The Inn at Aberdeen Valparaiso I, S, M Both Yes

35 Inspiration Wood Conference/Cottages Chesterton I,S Both Yes

36 Kouts parks Kouts I, S, M Outdoor No

37 Lakeland Park Burns Harbor S, M, L Outdoor No

38 Marina Shores Events Portage I, S, M, L Both Yes

39 The Market Valparaiso I, S, M, L, XL Indoor Yes

40 Memorial Opera House Valparaiso I, S, M, L, XL Indoor No

41 Ogden Gardens Valparaiso I, S, M Outdoor No

42 Portage 16 IMAX Portage I, S, Indoor No

43 Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk Portage I, S Indoor No

44 Portage parks Portage I, S, M Outdoor No

45 Porter County Expo Center Valparaiso M, L, XL, E Indoor Yes

46 Riley’s Railhouse Chesterton I, S Indoor No

47 Rogers-Lakewood Park Valparaiso I, S, M, L Outdoor No

48 Sand Creek Country Club Chesterton S, M, L, XL Indoor Yes

49 The Spa Special Events Center Porter I, S, M, L, XL Both Yes

50 Spring House Inn Porter I, S Indoor No

51 Sunset Hill Farm County Park Valparaiso S, M, L, XL, E Outdoor No

52 Taltree Arboretum & Gardens Valparaiso S, M, L, XL, E Both No

53 Trinity Hall Banquet Center Chesterton M, L, XL Both Yes

54 Valparaiso Chapel of the Resurrection Valparaiso M, L, XL, E Indoor No

55 Valparaiso Country Club Valparaiso S, M, L, XL Indoor Yes

56 Valparaiso University Harre Union Valparaiso M, L, XL, E Indoor Yes

57 Waterbird Lakeside Banquet Center Chesterton S, M, L, XL Indoor Yes

58 Woodland Park Community Complex Portage S, M, L, XL, E Indoor Yes

59 Zao Island Valparaiso M, L, XL, E Indoor Yes
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Say “I Do”  
We asked our Facebook community to 
share their stories of love and marriage 
in the Indiana Dunes. And just as we 
expected, they were beautiful.

“My husband and I married at Porter Beach 
on September 21, 2013. We are both beach 
goers and couldn’t think of a better place to 

say our I do’s than Lake Michigan. It’s such a 
beautiful place, and truly, no decorations are 

needed. The natural backdrop is stunning!” 
- Ashley

“Our anniversary was approaching, and we tried to 
decide how to celebrate. Exactly two weeks 
later we were married on the Beverly Shores 
beach! I found my dress at a department store, 
my husband rented a suit, we bought rings, I knew 
an ordained minister and I booked DunesWalk Inn 
ASAP. We made favors (vases with sand from the 
beach and roses) the morning of. Only a dozen 
people were there, and the hardest part was not 
telling my co-workers. After the wedding, we went 
back to the inn and danced and cooked out. It was 
perfect. We still go back to the exact spot we stood 
to get married at least once a year.”
-Stephanie

“We were married on the Harvest Moon in 
2002 in the Indiana Dunes. There was a 

crinoid attached to each ceremony program, 
and the officiant asked our guests to hold 

the crinoids in their hands and imagine filling 
it with blessings for our union. We gathered 

them all, and our first act as husband and 
wife was to release them back to the lake, 

the waves forever whispering our blessings. 
To this day, we find solace and guidance by 

listening to the waves. We celebrate our 
anniversary on the Harvest Moon.”

-Jenifer 
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Meet,  Retreat,  Regroup

Let’s face it, sometimes the best meetings 
happen away from the office. Whether you 
plan a large conference or a small corporate 
retreat, Indiana Dunes Country has a number of 
options to fit your buget and preferences. And 
we know it isn’t easy planning events from afar, 
so we are here to help with the details along 
the way. 

From booking hotel blocks to finding the 
perfect meeting spot, we’ll help arrange the 
services you need so that your group has time 
to recharge. This means you can focus on the 
most important parts of your event rather than 
the more stressful components. Come see why 
groups choose to retreat and regroup in the 
Indiana Dunes.

Don’t forget to check our website, too. It has 
all the information about vendors, venues and 
services in the area.
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Celebrate & Reunite
Reunions, birthday parties, retirements and showers are all reasons to gather with 
family and friends in Indiana Dunes Country. Hosting your event in our area means 
you’ll have a special location that brings memories for years to come. Family 
hikes before a picnic or a birthday bash at the beach—we’ve got some pretty 
cool places for celebrations.

From coordinating hotel blocks to finding the right contacts with the right        
vendors, Indiana Dunes Tourism can minimize the stress that often comes with 
organizing family events. Use this guide to familiarize yourself with our venues, 
browse our website, and then call us to begin planning. After all, time with the 
people you love is most important. Let us help you with the heavy lifting.
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Play  Ball!

Champions of all sizes play in Indiana Dunes 
Country. From the annual Tetrabrazil soccer 
camp to the yearly Northern Amateur Golf 
Championship, sports events are special no 
matter the athletes’ ages or abilities.

That’s why we are here to help. Your 
sporting event is important to us, too, and 
we’re glad to provide guidance while you 
plan it. We can:
• Provide a list of venues with sport fields 

or courts
• Guide you through the sporting event 

grant application
• Provide a hospitality table with guides 

and local information at your event to 
welcome guests

• Work with local vendors to ensure your 
game, tournament or camp has services 
you need 

Goal, three-point shot or hole-in-one, 
Indiana Dunes Country is a unique location 
for sporting events. Call us to get started.
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Indiana Dunes Visitor Center

The best place to begin any Indiana 
Dunes trip is at the Visitor Center. 
Chat with destination concierges and 
park rangers who can provide the best 
information around. Our small theater 
shows two short films about the Indiana 
Dunes, and the activities room features 
kid-friendly displays. The theater and 
conference room are available for use 
by select groups. 

• Theater with projector: seats 100
        A/V equipment available
• Conference room: seats 20
        Large TV screen and computer
• Presentations for groups may be 

arranged through the National Park 
Service or Indiana Dunes Tourism

• A few picnic tables outside
• Certified Wildlife Habitat

219-926-2255
1215 N. State Road 49, Porter
indianadunes.com
info@indianadunes.com
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Aberdeen Manor

Aberdeen Manor provides plentiful 
choices when planning your wedding. 
Your ceremony can take place 
outdoors or in the chapel, both of which 
are on the same property as the 
reception venue. Aberdeen Manor 
operates on an exclusive use policy. 
When you book an event here, you’ll 
have complete use of the entire facility.

• Banquet hall, chapel and garden
• On-site catering
• Occupancy:
        Chapel main floor: 280
        Chapel meeting room: 100
        North room: 110
        South room: 250
        Ballroom: 300
• A/V system available

219-465-7130
216 Ballantrae St., Valparaiso
aberdeenmanor.com
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At Home in the Woods

•  Full service catering
•  Nature trails on four-acre property
•  Occupancy: less than 20
•  Outdoor hot tub and swimming pool
•  Spa services available
•  Eco-friendly practices 

219-728-1325
898 N. 350 East, Chesterton 
athomeinthewoodsbb.com
info@athomeinthewoodsbb.com

At Home in the Woods is the perfect 
location for an intimate event with your 
closest family and friends. This bed and 
breakfast sits nestled in the woods of 
Chesterton, only minutes from the 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. 
Owner Victoria helps ensure that your 
event is special and accounts for 
details on the big day.
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Best Western Indian Oak

Conveniently located, the Best 
Western Indian Oak is close to 
charming downtown Chesterton and is 
only a few minutes drive from the state 
park and national park. The meeting 
space overlooks peaceful Chubb Lake, 
where waterfowl can often be seen. 

•  Catering referrals, free parking
•  Meeting space: 1,200 ft.2 - 100 people
•  Coffee, water and soda available
•  Complimentary continental breakfast
•  62 hotel guest rooms
•  High-speed internet

219-926-2200
558 Indian Boundary Rd., Chesterton
indianoak.com
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Best  Western Plus Portage

Easy access makes the Best Western 
Plus in Portage a great meeting space. 
With 100 guest rooms and three 
meeting spaces, groups of different 
sizes can enjoy being close to the 
Portage Marina and the Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore. Catering is 
available and an on-site lounge makes 
a comfortable space for your guests.

•  Indoor pool, game room, fitness room
•  Water, coffee, soda available
•  Occupancy:
          Board Room: 10 people
          Media Room: 20 people
          Dunes Room: 80 people
•  Full complimentary breakfast

219-734-6727
6200 Melton Rd., Portage
bestwestern.com
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Brincka Cross Gardens

Brincka Cross has all the charm of 
a secret garden. The acres of space 
have walking paths surrounded by 
spring daffodils, blossoming magnolia 
trees and exotic plants. There’s also a 
former residence on the grounds that 
can host a small event. Although there 
is limited parking here, the beauty of 
the site is a wonderful backdrop for a 
wedding, baby shower or meeting.

• Outdoor wedding space and an indoor 
reception space

• Paved walking paths, unique gardens
• Occupancy: 40 people inside
• Building has small kitchen and tables and 

chairs for up to 40 guests

219-465-3586
427 Furness Rd., Michigan City
porterco.org/facilities
dcohn@porterco.org
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Butterfield Family Pavilion

This enclosed 5,000-square-foot 
pavilion can be used for events with 
up to 250 seated guests. The inside 
features exposed brick and wood for 
a rustic yet modern feeling. Butter-
field Pavilion is open from mid-April to 
mid-October, and the rental fee 
includes table and chair setup as well 
as the use of the kitchen.

• Large space, handicap-accessible 
      restrooms and a kitchen area
• Occupancy: 250 seated guests
• Available for setup day before with fee
• Reservation is for 9am-12pm
• Site does not have air conditioning

219-462-5144
600 Evans Ave., Valparaiso
valpoparks.org
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Casa Del Roma

Casa del Roma and Old Town Banquet 
Center provide a number of services 
to make your event a little easier. The 
variety of room sizes, on-site catering 
and even a wedding chapel mean you 
can worry a little less about all the 
details. They also have DJ services, 
and the combined spaces can occupy 
up to 700 people.

• Small chapel on site
• Occupancy:
 Roma Room: 75 people
 Roma East: 275 people
 Roma West: 175 people
 North Suite: 450 people
 South Suite: 200 people
• DJ and centerpieces available
• Large dance floor 

219-465-0478
712 Calumet, Valparaiso
casadelroma.com
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Central Park  Plaza

It doesn’t matter what the season is, 
there’s always fun to be found in 
Valparaiso’s Central Park Plaza. 
Spaces for rental include an 
amphitheater, pavilion, indoor activity 
center and a conference room. In the 
winter, the pavilion becomes an 
outdoor ice skating rink.

• Sound system available
• Portable stage for some events
• Occupancy:
          Amphitheater: outdoors
          Urschel Pavilion: 200
          Indiana Beverage Activity Center: 40
          Conference room: 15
• Conference space has Smart-TV and 
      private restrooms

219-462-5144
70 Lafayette St. Valparaiso
centralparkplazavalpo.com
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Chesterton Parks

A total of 11 small parks in the town of 
Chesterton are a great place to gather 
with family and friends for a casual 
event. Dogwood Park has numerous 
picnic shelters for rent and Friendship 
Land Park has a large playground, 
shelter and restrooms. Check the park 
department’s website for information.

• Thomas Centennial Park in historic 
      downtown Chesterton is in the heart of 
      boutique shopping
• Skate park on 15th Street is at the start of 

the Prairie-Duneland bike trail
• Coffee Creek Park has fishing in a small 

pond and picnic tables throughout 
boardwalk trails

219-926-3000
Parks Department office
1490 Broadway Suite 6, Chesterton
chestertonin.org/169/Local-Parks

INDIANADUNES.COM | 19

http://chestertonin.org/169/Local
http://INDIANADUNES.COM


Coffee Creek Watershed Preserve

The outdoor beauty at Coffee Creek 
Watershed Preserve adds a 
memorable touch to any event. 
Rental space includes the large 
outdoor, brick-paved amphitheater. 
The preserve is an amazing photo 
opportunity for wedding parties, 
engagement shoots and family photos.

• Amphitheater
          200 people on paved area
          Rental for two-hour time block

219-926-1842
2401 Village Point Dr., Chesterton
coffeecreekwc.org
info@coffeecreekwc.org
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Country  Inn and Suites - Portage

Country Inn and Suites in Portage is 
conveniently located off I-94, near the 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. 
The staff is available to help you set up 
for your event, and the hotel has 100 
guest rooms. Just across the street are 
Bass Pro Shops and Deer Park Trail 
if you want to plan nearby outings for 
your guests or team.

• Catering recommendations
• Free WiFi
• Board room: 300 ft2

          Occupancy: 10 seated
• Meeting room: 550 ft2

          Occupany: up to 40 theater style
• Audiovisual rental

219-764-0021
1630 Olmstead Dr., Portage
countryinns.com
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Country  Inn and Suites 
Valparaiso
Country Inn and Suites Valparaiso is 
located minutes from excellent 
downtown dining and shopping. 
This hotel has more than 50 guest 
rooms. The property is also located 
across the street from the Valparaiso 
University campus and near the 
famous Chapel of the Resurrection.

• Catering recommendations
• Coffee and water
• Occupancy: 11-30 people
• A/V equipment available
• Breakfast and snack service (add. charge)
• Free high-speed internet

219-476-0000
2020 LaPorte Ave., Valparaiso
countryinns.com
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Duneland  Falls Banquet & 
Meeting Center
Duneland Falls Banquet & Meeting 
Center accommodates events of all 
types and sizes. Their outdoor 
ceremony location and the second floor 
bridal suite make this a one-stop 
wedding spot. They also have a “mac 
cave” with an Xbox, flat screen and 
beer. Duneland Falls has a large num-
ber of amenties, connections with other 
vendors, and they will help with many 
steps in your planning.

• On-site catering
• Full service bar open during dinner
• Occupancy: 600 for dining
 North Wing: 300
 South Wing: 200
 Southeast: 100
 Southwest: 100
• White Chiavari chairs
• Frozen margaritas and daiquiris

219-688-0352
1100 N. Max Mochal Hwy., Portage
dunelandfalls.com
weddingsbyangelique@yahoo.com
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Dunes Walk  Inn

The beautiful and historic DunesWalk 
Inn at the Furness Mansion 
provides a backdrop like no other for 
an Indiana Dunes wedding. The 
woodland forest landscape is serene, 
and this boutique hotel’s modern 
amentities provide comfort for you and 
your guests. The site is also perfect for 
engagement parties, rehearsal dinners 
and showers.

• Minutes from Indiana Dunes 
 National Lakeshore and Indiana 

Dunes State Park
• Occupancy: outdoor space
• Inn has small number of guest rooms
• Contact Stephanie for more information 

and help planning your event

219-728-6393
1491 N. Furnleigh Ln., Chesterton
duneswalkinn.com
info@duneswalkinn.com
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Forest  Park  Golf Course

The Welter Meeting Room located 
in the clubhouse at Forest Park Golf 
Course is ideal for small events 
year-round. The space seats up to 80 
and limited kitchen space is available. 
Caterers are welcome, and events 
serving alcohol must purchase the 
alcohol through the golf course. Forest 
Park is conveniently located in 
Valparaiso, so your guests will have 
everything they need nearby.

• Five hour room rental with additional time 
for purchase

• Setup, cleanup and chairs included
• Request a custom setup of tables when 

calling for booking
• Occupancy: 80 guests

219-476-1876
1155 Sheffield Dr., Valparaiso
valpoparks.org
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Hampton Inn & Suites
Valparaiso

Near Valparaiso University and just 
off State Road 49, the Hampton Inn 
& Suites in Valparaiso is a convenient 
option for meeting with your group. The 
hotel has 78 guest rooms, an indoor 
heated pool and a complimentary 
breakfast bar. 

• High-speed internet
• Off-site catering service
• Occupancy: 860 ft2 
 30-80 people
• Overhead projector and screen
• Coffee, water and soda

219-531-6424
1451 Silhavy Rd., Valparaiso
hamptoninn.com
valin_hampton_suites@hilton.com
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Hawthorne Park

This Porter park has an outdoor 
gazebo and an indoor community 
center with a fireplace. Catering and 
alcohol (with security) are allowed in 
the community center, as well as 
music. The park has a playground 
area, disc golf, walking paths and 
fishing on the Little Calumet River. 

• Chairs and tables are included
• Community Center occupancy:
 Front lounge and kitchen: 60
 Back hall and kitchen: 120
 Total: 180 people

219-921-1687
500 Ackerman Dr., Porter
townofporter.com
parks@townofporter.com
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Hebron Parks

The small town of Hebron is located in 
southern Porter County and has all the 
charm of a country town. Louis Alyea 
Memorial Park has a playground and 
small indoor meeting area. A number of 
small festivals and events happen here 
in the summer.

219-996-4641
206 S. Adams St., Hebron
hebronindiana.org
info@visithebron.org
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Hilton Garden Inn

Hilton Garden Inn in Chesterton is 
located just off the Indiana Toll Road 
and is a short drive from the Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore and Indiana 
Dunes State Park. It’s also only 
minutes from charming downtown 
Chesterton where dining and shopping 
are available.

• Projector, screen and A/V equipment
• On-site catering
• Occupancy:
          Board room: 550 ft2,  12 people
          Sandcreek room: 725 ft2,  30-50 people
          Coffee Creek 1: 552 ft2,  20-40 people
          Coffee Creek 2: 620 ft2,  25-50 people 
          Coffee Creek 1 & 2:  35-100 people
• Coffee, tea and water

219-983-9500
501 Gateway Blvd., Chesterton
chesterton.hgi.com
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Holiday  Inn Express - Portage

Just off the Indiana Toll Road and only 
minutes from I-94, the Holiday Inn 
Express in Portage has 76 guest rooms 
and a large meeting room. They also 
have an indoor pool, free deluxe 
continental breakfast for overnight 
guests and spa rooms. 

• Overhead projector and screen
• Catering available
• Occupancy: 1,375 ft2, 75 people
• Data ports
• Wet bar
• High-speed internet

219-762-7777
2323 Willowcreek Rd., Portage
hiexpress.com
hixgmportage@gmail.com
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Holiday  Inn Express & Suites
Valparaiso

Great location and hospitality! More 
than 80 guest rooms and two meeting 
spaces mean you’ll be close to 
Valparaiso and have all the amenities 
you need at the Holiday Inn Express 
& Suites. They have an indoor heated 
pool, deluxe continental breakfast and 
same-day dry cleaning.

• High-speed wireless internet
• Overhead projector and screen
• Food and beverage options (add. fee)
• Occupancy:
 Large room: 1,250 ft2, 50 people
 Small room: 300 ft2, 25 people
• 24-hour complimentary coffee
• 24-hour fitness center

219-464-9395
1251 Silhavy Rd., Valparaiso
hiexpress.com
sales.valparaiso.hie@focushotels.com
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Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
There’s nothing quite like the beauty of 
the Indiana Dunes. The National 
Lakeshore has a number of beaches 
for simple wedding ceremonies or 
picnic shelters for casual get-togethers. 
Hiking the trails or visiting the 
historical sites are also great 
team-building activities for retreats.

• Picnic shelters hold up to 50
         Available first-come, first-served
• See page 60 for info about wedding 

ceremonies
• Special permits are needed for some 

events. Call for this information.

219-395-1859
1100 N. Mineral Springs Rd., Porter
nps.gov/indu
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Indiana Dunes State Park

Indiana Dunes State Park is a 
beautiful location for reunions, picnics 
and small weddings. There are six 
shelters throughout the park that hold 
between 40 and 80 guests. Shelters 
also have additional nearby picnic 
tables and many have barbecue grills. 
Simple, small wedding ceremonies may 
take place on the beach. See page 60 
for more information about weddings at 
the state park.

• More than 16 miles of hiking trails
• Group programs at nature center
• Campground, youth tent and group 

camping area
• Some shelters have a fireplace
• 20 amp electric service and nearby fresh 

water supply available at each shelter
• Reservations for shelters and campsites 

available online

219-926-1390
1600 N. 25 East, Chesterton
indianastateparks.reserveamerica.com
in.gov/dnr/parklake/2980.htm
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The Inn at Aberdeen

This charming bed and breakfast has 
two meeting spaces and two breakout 
rooms available. It’s perfect for retreats, 
meetings or showers. Small weddings 
also take place in the gazebo on the 
front lawn of the historic building that 
also has 11 guest rooms.

• Wi-Fi throughout building
• On-site catering
• Occupancy:
 Conference room: up to 120
 Suite with conference table: 10
• Library, solarium, walking trails and a  

nearby tennis court and pool
• Overnight guests enjoy a three-course     

breakfast and evening dessert

219-465-3753
3158 S. State Road 2, Valparaiso
innataberdeen.com
info@innataberdeen.com
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Inspiration  Wood

Delicious food in an inspirational setting 
for corporate retreats, family reunions, 
graduations, confirmations, 
anniversary parties and more. The 
surrounding atmosphere of this cottage 
inn and conference center on 60 acres 
is one of peace and tranquility. Owners 
Ron and Kim are hosts with an eye for 
detail; you’re in good hands here. No 
wedding requests, please.

• Full service catering 
• Wi-Fi, HD projector and eight foot screen
• Wireless sound system with lavaliere and 

handheld microphones
• Walking trails, serene prairies, beautiful 

pond
• Occupancy:
 Gathering Space: 60
 Lavender House: 12
 Indvidual cottages: 2-10 each
• Fully furnished cottages available

219-983-9922
642 E. Inspiration Rd., Westville
inspirationwood.com
info@inspirationwood.com
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Kouts Parks

The small town of Kouts is home to 
Drazer Park. Located at the west end 
of Daumer Road, the park is a quiet, 
shady place to have a picnic or just sit 
and visit with friends. There is a shelter 
equipped with tables and a large pole 
barn which can be used by groups 
when weather does not permit using 
the shelter. The park also includes 
tennis courts, a large playground and a 
lighted community ball field.

219-766-3312
West Daumer Road, Kouts
koutsindiana.org/parks-recreation
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Lakeland  Park

This small park makes getting together 
a breeze. Six picnic shelters are 
available for all-day rental as well as 
a gazebo in two-hour increments. 
Lakeland Park offers numerous outdoor 
activities such as a swimming beach 
and small boat rentals in summer. Bring 
your volleyball because there is a sand 
court to play a game or two.

• Baseball field and basketball court
• Kayaking permitted on lake
• Dog park
• Fishing allowed
• During summer months, there is a $5 

admission fee to the park

219-787-8126
200 Lakeland Dr., Burns Harbor
burnsharbor-in.gov/253/Park-Department
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Marina Shores  Events

Right on the Marina Shores marina, 
this event center has a beautiful view 
to match your beautiful event. Their 
outdoor balconies are perfect for casual 
celebrations or as an addition to more 
formal indoor events. The venue has a 
number of vendors they work with and 
provide recommendations for 
transportation and wedding cakes.

• Outdoor and indoor fireplaces
• On-site catering
• Occupancy:
 Promenade: 60-150 people
 Starboard: 35-100 people
• Some A/V equipment available

219-841-9570
5987 Dune Harbor Dr., Portage
marinashores.com
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The Market

The Market’s fresh food and
comfortable atmosphere contribute to 
making events both large and small 
special experiences. Event planners 
who book at The Market receive free 
access to apps and online planning 
services that make communication with 
venue staff easy and seamless.

• Fireplaces in some meeting spaces
• On-site catering
• Occupancy:
 Grand Hall: up to 400
 East Hall: 150
 West Hall: 120
 South Hall: 40
 Board room: 15
• Linens, tableware, cleanup and setup 
       are included

219-531-0162
2405 E. U.S. 30, Valparaiso
themarketvalpo.com
events@themarketvalpo.com
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Memorial Opera House

The historic Memorial Opera House 
is a stunning location for a wedding, 
shower or presentation, and it’s located 
in the heart of downtown Valparaiso. 
Large events of up to 350 people can 
be accommodated in the theater while 
smaller events may take place in the 
East Lobby or the Klemz Lounge.

• Sound system, theater lighting and 20- 
by 20-foot movie screen

• Theater productions on select evenings
• Food and beverage allowed in the East 

Lobby area and Klemz Lounge
• Occupancy:
 Theater: 350
 East Lobby: 20

219-548-9137
104 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso
memorialoperahouse.com
info@memorialoperahouse.com
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Ogden Botanical Gardens

The gazebo at Ogden Gardens is a 
popular wedding ceremony location 
and a picture-perfect scene. A brick 
patio surrounds the gazebo where 
chairs are placed for your guests. The 
manicured botanical gardens are 
beautiful and include a Japanese 
Garden with a tea house.

• Reservations can be made up to two 
years in advance online

• 60 chairs are included in the rental price: 
additional chairs available for a fee

• Occupancy: up to 100 chairs
• Discounted rehearsal fee for wedding 

rehearsals

219-462-5144
451 Harrison Blvd., Valparaiso
ci.valparaiso.in.us
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Portage 16  IMAX

A great place for birthday parties or 
informal family get-togethers, the 
four-story tall screen at Portage 16 
IMAX will wow you. Two small rooms 
are available for party space, and the 
theater has 15 additional screens 
besides the IMAX.

• Discounts on concessions
• Staff person to assist during party
• Room rental for four hours
• Occupancy:
 Large room: up to 50 people
 Small room: up to 35 people
• Admission not included

219-764-2550
6550 U.S. 6, Portage
gqti.com
portage@gqti.com
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Portage Lakefront  and Riverwalk

The space inside the pavilion at 
Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk is 
available for small baby and bridal 
showers, business meetings, 
anniversary gatherings and wedding 
ceremonies. The pavilion overlooks 
Lake Michigan and features large glass 
windows for an amazing view.

• Occupancy: 50 people
• Rentals are available in four-hour blocks
• Additional security may be required 

depending on your event

219-762-1675
6150 U.S. 12 (100 Riverwalk Dr.), Portage
inportageparks.com
parks@portage-in.com
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Portage Parks

Shelters, sports facilities and meeting 
spaces are available through Portage 
Parks. Woodland Park has five shelters 
and Imagination Glen has two. In 
addition, sports spaces include 
Imagination Glen Softball Complex and 
Soccer Complex, Imagination Glen 
trails, Woodland Park Indoor Soccer 
and the Countryside Park fields. 

• Non-profit organizations may receive up 
to 50% off rental price. Call for details.

• Shelters hold approximately 50 people
• See the Woodland Park and Portage  

Lakefront and Riverwalk listings for 
indoor meeting spaces

219-762-1675
2100 Willowcreek Rd., Portage
inportageparks.com
parks@portage-in.com
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Porter County  Expo Center

The Expo Center has numerous 
choices and the amenities you need 
to plan events large or small. Catering 
services, wireless internet, A/V system, 
screens and projectors, dance floor and 
podiums can all be arranged. Lodging 
is only a few miles away, and additional 
buildings such as livestock space can 
be rented.

• Five main spaces indoors.
 Main Hall: 9,00 ft2, 750 people
 Banquet room 1: 3,200 ft2, 200 people
 Banquet room 2: 1,800 ft2, 100 people
 Expo East: 9,300 ft2, 350 people
 4-H Building: 4,800 ft2, 300 poeple

219-464-0133
216 E. Divison Rd., Valparaiso
portercountyexpo.com
dgarner@porterco.org
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Riley’s Railhouse

This may be the most unique meeting 
and lodging establishment in Indiana 
Dunes Country. Riley’s Railhouse 
was once the 1914 New York Central 
Freight Station and now serves as a 
bed and breakfast along the 
Norfolk Southern train line. The 
meeting space features a gourmet 
presentation kitchen, large bar and 
wood-burning fireplace. 

• Occupany: up to 60 people
• Guest rooms include converted train cars
• B&B sleeps up to 12 total
• Outdoor deck with tables
• Located in historic downtown Chesterton, 

shopping and dining within walking 
distance

219-395-9999
123 N. 4th St., Chesterton
rileysrailhouse.com
stationmaster@rileysrailhouse.com
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Rogers-Lakewood Park

More than 120 acres at this Valparaiso 
park include activities such as hiking, 
fishing and boating. Five shelters are 
available for rental and each one 
includes electrical service. The park 
store offers rowboat and paddleboat 
rentals as well as fishing pole rentals 
and bait. And be sure to bring your 
discs for the disc golf course, too.

• Shelters must be reserved at least two 
weeks in advance

• Does not include gate fees to the park for 
your guests

• Inflatables and extra tents or tables   
available through park department

219-462-5144
5320 Campbell St., Valparaiso
valpoparks.org
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Sand Creek  Country Club

There are ten event spaces at Sand 
Creek Country Club. With the ability to 
host as few as 20 or as many as 500 
guests, Sand Creek can provide the 
services you need for a small luncheon 
or a large wedding. Banquet sundries 
are included in the room price and 
there are also a number of technology 
services the club can provide.

• Full service catering and bar
• Suggestions for preferred vendors
• Microphones, screens, projectors for 

additional fee
• Free wireless internet 
• Videoconference capabilities

219-395-5222
1001 Sand Creek Dr., Chesterton
sandcreek.com
afurness@concertgolfclubs.com
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The Spa Special Events Center

An Indiana Dunes tradition continues at 
The Spa. Once famous for its Sunday 
buffet, The Spa Special Events Center 
is now available to host your event. 
The large space features a bar, two 
fireplaces and a balcony that overlooks 
the Little Calumet River. What’s most 
interesting about this space is its rich 
history and the attention to detail the 
owners have used in its preservation.

• Full service catering
• The Speakeasy at the Spa (directly next 

door) can be open before/after your 
event. Bar with appetizers available.

• Occupancy:
 Large event room: up to 200 seated
 The Lodge: 50 people
 Board room: 12 people

219-841-6677
333 N. Mineral Springs Rd., Porter
spaspecialeventscenter.com
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Spring House Inn

Rustic charm at the Spring House Inn 
serves as the backdrop for small 
meetings in the sunroom. The hotel has 
60 guest rooms, an indoor pool, free 
Wi-Fi, complimentary breakfast and an 
exercise room. The sunroom 
accommodates approximately 20 
guests and includes complimentary 
coffee, tea and water.

• Light food service available
• Overhead projector
• Ample parking
• Conference phone

219-929-4600
303 N. Mineral Springs Rd., Porter
springhouseinn.com
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Sunset Hill  Farm County Park

What was once the site of a farm and 
private residence now hosts Sunset 
Hill Farm County Park. Three shelters, 
a group campground space, a gazebo 
and an outdoor amphitheater with a 
barn stage (pictured below) are options 
for your special event. Trails for hiking 
wind through the woods and native 
prairie, and a pond is home to wildlife.

• Ample parking
• Excellent spot for large outdoor events 

and a great music venue
• Gazebo and amphitheater have electricity
• Reservations required for group camping

219-465-3586
775 N. Meridian Rd., Valparaiso
porterco.org/facilities
dcohn@porterco.org
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Taltree Arboretum & Gardens 
The beautiful grounds at Taltree include 
native plants throughout the hiking and 
walking trails as well as formal 
gardens. Everyone’s favorite is the 
model railway garden that features 
working model trains through the 
landscape. Two rental spaces are 
available: the outdoor pavilion and the 
indoor depot. General admission is 
included for guests of your event.

• Pavilion with fireplace: 1300 ft.2 and holds 
approximately 100 people

• Indoor depot: 900 ft.2 and holds 
 approximately 40 people. Also has 

A/V equipment
• Services such as catering and 
 entertainment available through 
 outside contractors

219-462-0025
450 W. 100 North, Valparaiso
taltree.org
info@taltree.org
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Trinity Hall  Banquet Center

Trinity Hall is on the campus of St. 
Patrick Church and is a popular 
location for receptions, showers and 
other events. A large wooden dance 
floor sits in the middle of the banquet 
space and windows overlook a garden 
with outdoor gazebo. The gazebo is 
available April through October for 
weddings with up to 100 chairs. 

• Banquet Hall: pictured below, seats up to 
450 people

• Chandelier Room: 90 people. Can 
be rented separately or used as           
additional space for your event.

• Full catering and bar services

219-926-1282
638 N. Calumet Rd., Chesterton
stpatsparish.org
hall@stpatsparish.org
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Valparaiso University 
Chapel of the Resurrection

The Chapel of the Resurrection at the 
center of Valparaiso University is the 
largest collegiate chapel in the country. 
It’s also considered by many to be the 
most beautiful. The soaring stained 
glass windows provide one of the most 
stunning backdrops in Indiana Dunes 
Country. Bookings are available to the 
general public one year in advance.

• Total occupancy: 2,000 people
• Pipe organ with more than 5,000 pipes
• Christian wedding services only

219-464-5093
1600 Chapel Dr., Valparaiso
valpo.edu/chapel
de.garbukas@valpo.edu
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Valparaiso Country Club

At the Valparaiso Country Club, 
beautiful views of the golf course await 
at every window in the clubhouse. Not 
only can you rent the event spaces 
indoors, but rental of the pool area is 
available as well for small events. The 
golf course is open only to members, 
but wedding parties can take photos at 
the pond, fountain and bridges. 

• Formal event room holds 120 people with 
a fireplace and large windows

• Rustic decor dining room and all-seasons 
room holds 50 people

• Full catering and bar services

219-313-4766
2501 Country Club Rd., Valparaiso
valparaisocountryclub.com
vccfbmanager@gmail.com
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Valparaiso University  Harre Union

Harre Union is located at the heart of 
Valparaiso University. Rental spaces 
include numerous classrooms, 
boardrooms and large ballrooms. 
Ballroom spaces can be combined for 
larger occupancy or divided for events 
needing multiple large spaces. Rooms 
can be rented for ful-l or half-day events.

• Occupancy from as few as 12 people to 
as many as 1,000

• Full service catering and bar services
• Dance floor with customized lighting in 

one ballroom
• Green room, coat room and A/V available

219-464-5007
1509 Chapel Dr., Valparaiso
valpo.edu/union/reservations
union.reservations@valpo.edu
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Waterbird  Banquet Center

Waterbird is aptly named for its 
meeting spaces that overlook Chubb 
Lake in Chesterton. Presentation 
equipment, Wi-Fi and full service 
catering is available, and they have 
bridal/special event packages. 
Waterbird Lakeside Inn and Best 
Western Indian Oak hotels are right 
next door to the banquet center. 
Charming downtown Chesterton is also 
minutes way.

• Occupancy:
        Sandpiper: 45 people
        Egret: 160 people
        Kingfisher: 160 people
• The three spaces can be combined for 

larger occupancy
• Fireplaces are at each end of facility

219-928-1514
526 Indian Boundary Rd., Chesterton
waterbirdevents.com
info@waterbirdevents.com
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Woodland  Park

The variety of spaces and amenities at 
Woodland Park Community Complex 
are more than a typical banquet hall. 
Located inside Woodland Park, the 
community complex features four 
meeting spaces with internet, A/V 
equipment and full catering services.

• Park has walking trails, playground areas 
and picnic shelters

• Indoor community complex occupancy:
 Oakwood: 9600 ft2, 1,000 people
        Sycamore Hall: 3,600 ft2, 400 people
 Has a fireplace
        Hickory Hollow: 720 ft2,  40 people
        Blue Spruce: 1,540 ft2,  60 people 
• Hardwood dance floor and stage

219-762-1675
2100 Willowcreek Rd., Portage
inportageparks.com
parks@portage-in.com
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Zao Island

It’s not just for kids! While it’s true that 
Zao Island is a popular spot for 
birthdays, this funcenter is also a great 
spot for nontraditional rehearsal 
dinners, unique corporate meetings 
and family get-togethers. Packages can 
be customized for all types and sizes 
of groups. Don’t forget to stop and feed 
the baby alligators while you’re there!

• Mini golf, laser tag, batting cages, arcade, 
bumper cars and go-carts

• Pizzeria with wine and beer
• Live entertainment options 
• Multiple indoor or outdoor meeting areas
 Indoor: up to 250 people
 Outdoor: up to 5,000 people on 20 
             acres of rentable space

219-462-1194
1050 Horseprairie Ave., Valparaiso
zaoisland.net
debbie@zaoisland.net
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Group dining & events

BARTLETT’S GOURMET GRILL 
& TAVERN 
131 E. Dunes Hwy. (U.S. 12) 
219-879-3081   eatatbartletts.com 
Gourmet food in a casual environment. 
Burgers, steaks, fish, craft beer. Group dining 
in summers only.

DON QUIJOTE RESTAURANT 
119 E. Lincolnway, Valparaiso
219-462-7976     donquijotevalpo.com  
Authentic Spanish and Mediterannean 
cuisine.

COLADA’S PIZZERIA
1050 Horseprairie Ave., Valparaiso
219-464-0075     zaoisland.net/coladas-pizza  
Pizzeria with fresh ingredients, beer and wine 
inside Zao Island.

CRAFT HOUSE 
711 Plaza Dr., Chesterton
219-929-5570     crafthouse.beer  
Craft beers, signature cocktails and a 
delectable menu.

DISH RESTAURANT 
3907 Calumet Ave., Valparaiso
219-465-9221     dishrestaurant.net  
Gourmet salads, sandwiches, pastas, steaks 
and sweets.

GELSOSOMO’S PIZZERIA AND PUB 
371 Indian Boundary Rd., Chesterton  219-926-6363
2605 LaPorte Ave., Valparaiso   219-477-4255
5023 U.S. 6, Portage    219-763-1545
gelpizza.com
Pizza, pasta, sandwiches.

Group dining in a private space for at least 15 guests is available at the 
restaurants on these pages. From pizza to Italian, craft beers to steak, we 
have choices for everyone’s appetite.
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PESTO’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
3123 Calumet Ave., Valparaiso
219-462-0993     pestos.net  
Casual Italian dining serving traditional Italian 
favorites as well as delectable signature dishes.

SEMENTO’S NAPOLI CAFE
1200 West St., Valparaiso
219-548-9046     sementos.com
Ribs, prime rib, Italian dishes, seafood, and yummy  
big sandwiches in a casual environment.

MAIN + LINCOLN 
210 E. Lincolnway, Valparaiso
219-510-5548     mainandlincoln.com 
Traditional and new cuisine from all America’s 
cultures. Group dining during lunch only.

LIGHTHOUSE 
425 Pratt St., Hebron
219-996-9040  
Pizza, burgers, seadfood and drink specials.

KELSEY’S STEAKHOUSE 
2300 Morthland Dr., Valparaiso
219-465-4022     kelseyssteakhouse.com 
Prime rib and steaks.

SUZIE’S CAFE AND CATERING 
1050 Southpoint Dr., Valparaiso
219-462-5500      
Breakfast, lunch and baked goods.

PIKK’S TAVERN 
62 W. Lincolnway., Valparaiso
219-476-7455     pikkstavern.com      
Steaks and chops, groups for dinner only. 
Monday-Thursday.

ISLAMORADA FISH COMPANY 
6425 Daniel Burnham Dr., Portage
219-787-1800     fishcompany.com 
Enjoy seafood and other dishes in a setting 
featuring large aquariums.
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Beach  Event  Information

The beautiful beaches of the Indiana Dunes make the 
perfect spot for your special day. Choose the Indiana 
Dunes State Park beach or one of the Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore beaches. For more 
information and links to each of the parks, visit the 
wedding section of our website.

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
•  The beaches and inland properties of the Indiana Dunes             

National Lakeshore, including West Beach, Portage Lakefront 
and Riverwalk, and Kemil Beach are lovely spots for weddings, 
but receptions are not permitted. 

•  You will need a special use permit for your event, but this permit 
does not give you exclusive use of the site or parking.

•  If you are planning to use a professional photographer or           
videographer to record your ceremony, you must indicate so on 
your permit application.

•  It is very important that you check the Indiana Dunes                  
National Lakeshore website for the items prohibited in wedding          
ceremonies. Remember, this is a national park, and therefore, a 
national treasure. 

Indiana Dunes State Park
•  Between Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends, ceremonies are 

only allowed after 6:30 pm. 
•  Small, simple ceremonies are allowed (fewer than 150 people).
•  Entrance fees still apply to your guests, although arrangements 

can be made to pay all entrance fees for your guest list.
•  Arrangements must be pre-approved by the property manager at 

least two weeks in advance, only for the current calendar year. 
•  Simple decorations are allowed, but must be removed immediately 

after the ceremony.
•  Receptions are not allowed on the beach
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Event Planning Checklist
One year before:

Six months before:

Three months before:

Two weeks before:

• Choose your event date. Have a couple backup dates in mind, too.
• Determine your budget.
• Know an approximate number of event guests and overnight guests.
• Contact Indiana Dunes Tourism to receive information about available venues 
  and hotel accomodations.
• Choose venue and hotel after Indiana Dunes Tourism returns information on availability 
  and pricing. Follow up with selected properties, and work with their event coordinators.

• Finalize entertainment or event speakers and presenters.
• Decide on decorations. Book floral arrangements or other decor vendors.
• Order remaining attire and schedule fittings for wedding party members.
• Purchase special items such as rings, stationery or promotional giveaways.
• Determine if special licenses are neccessary for your event (liquor license, security, 
  marriage license or photography license).
• Coordinate times for setup and/or rehearsals with your event venue.
• Book transportation services if needed.

• Send invitations or registration information to guests.
• Schedule remaining vendors for the event.

• Check in with Indiana Dunes Tourism concerning final hotel arrangements and number 
  of welcome bags needed.
• Finish presentation materials and event decorations.
• Confirm details of setup and contracts with event venue. Pay any remaining balances.

One month before:
• Finalize guest list and confirm with catering and/or event venue.
• Confirm details with event speakers or presenters.
• Complete itinerary for event or wedding program.

• Ship meeting collateral to area at least 24-hours before event.
• Pre-address thank you cards for easy follow up after event.
• Pack your bags and receive a warm welcome in the Indiana Dunes! Stop by the 
  Indiana Dunes Visitor Center if you need help during your stay.

One week before:
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Indiana Dunes Tourism is the official destination marketing, 
planning and development organization for Indiana Dunes 

Country and Porter County, Indiana. For more information visit 
indianadunes.com

http://indianadunes.com

